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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

MOCCA LAUNCHES BIG IN 2011!

TORONTO, Ont., January 28, 2011 - The Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art is pleased to launch its
2011 season with two projects by internationally-acclaimed, Toronto-based artist Luis Jacob, and a special
presentation of Geoffrey Pugens’ two-channel video, Sahara Sahara, taking place in its galleries from
February 4 through March 27, 2011. The opening reception will take place on February 4, from 8 -11 p.m.

Luis Jacob | Pictures at an Exhibition is the second chapter in a multi-city, mid-career survey of his work and
features a carefully chosen selection of early and recent work, including Album X, the latest in a series of
narrative sequences consisting of hundreds of images culled from a variety of published sources mounted
together to form an “image bank”. In addition to small hard-edge and monochromatic paintings, the exhibition
also includes a selection of large-scale canvases from the series They Sleep With One Eye Open, (2008). In
each of these, two hallucinatory eyes emerge from a dazzling patterned background, like spectral faces from
murky depths. Installed together they appear to watch visitors with an intense gaze, and suggest the possibility
of an uncanny but living work of art endowed with animistic powers.

In conjunction with his exhibition in MOCCA’s main space, Luis Jacob has been invited to curate an exhibition
for the recently inaugurated National Gallery of Canada at the Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art
program. Featuring works by Walter S. Allward, Francois Bonvin, Eric Cameron, Michel Campeau, Murray
Favro, Dan Flavin, General Idea, Richard Gorman, Emanuel Hahn, Jenny Holzer, Michael Morris, and
Ron Mueck Cabinet (NGC Toronto) combines objects drawn from various collection areas of the National
Gallery of Canada not ordinarily displayed together, extending the thematic notions of viewership, perception
and the light of artistic inspiration embodied in Pictures at an Exhibition.

In the face of the global resource shift, Geoffrey Pugens' Sahara Sahara depicts speculative pre-apocalyptic
myth-making. The 2-channel video follows a small organized group of misfits who are vandalizing local
technologies and the fossil fuel industry. Cinematic and absurd, the video occupies the heist, action and dance
genres to seductively address machismo and the recent economic crisis.

Highlights:

e This is Luis Jacob's first mid-career survey exhibition in Toronto.

* The City of Toronto selected Luis Jacob as the winner of the Dufferin Railway Underpass Public Art
Competition.

e Cabinet (NGC Toronto) is the second exhibition to be presented as part of the three year National
Gallery of Canada at the Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art program that will see the two
institutions co-organize and co-present a series of exclusive exhibitions in MOCCA'’s newly-renovated
project space, drawn from the NGC’s extensive contemporary art collection. These will include the
presentation of single works, new acquisitions or full scale exhibitions designed to complement
MOCCA’s existing programming.

Links / URLs:
e Learn more about Luis Jacob
¢ Visit Geoffrey Pugen's website
e Learn more about the NGC@MOCCA Program

Quotes:
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* David Liss, Artistic Director & Curator, MOCCA: “For these projects Luis Jacob has conceived of a
truly unique approach to exhibition-making that bisects artistic and curatorial practice, museology,
viewership and perception. He has effectively created a vision that is about vision. ©

* Luis Jacob, Artist: " | always wonder why we look at pictures -- why, in other words, we turn towards
fictions in order to understand the truth. Exhibitions rehearse their audience in various ways of seeing,
and of relating to what we see. We can therefore say that an art exhibition is at once an actual
exhibition, and a performance of one. Exhibitions are models. Artists have ceaselessly tried to invent
images that allow us to perceive the difference between the dead version of things, and the living
version of things. | believe this is what all artists are trying to do when they make art, and what all
viewers are trying to experience when they go to see art: to create the conditions for the artwork to
come alive."

Tags / Keywords:

Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art, MOCCA, Luis Jacob, Pictures at an Exhibition, Cabinet (NGC
Toronto), NGC@MOCCA, National Gallery of Canada, Walter S. Allward, Francgois Bonvin, Eric Cameron,
Michel Campeau, Murray Favro, Dan Flavin, General Idea, Richard Gorman, Emanuel Hahn, Jenny Holzer,
Michael Morris, Ron Mueck, Geoffrey Pugen, Sahara Sahara.

RSS Feed for MOCCA: feed://www.mocca.cal/feed/rss/

About MOCCA

The Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art (MOCCA) was founded from the former Art Gallery of North
York in 1999, with the mandate to exhibit, research, collect, and promote innovative art by Canadian and
non-Canadian artists whose works engage and reflect the relevant stories of our times. In 2005, MOCCA
relocated to the West Queen West Art + Design District in downtown Toronto, in the heart of one of North
America’s most dynamic arts communities and functions effectively as a nucleus of energies for cultural
production and exchange. Since 2006, MOCCA draws 40,000 visitors annually.

For more Information, visit http://www.mocca.ca/

About the National Gallery of Canada, visit http://www.qgallery.ca/

For ongoing news, please go to http://www.mocca.ca/media-centre/

Supporters

The National Gallery of Canada at the Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art is generously supported by Cineplex Media, Porter Airlines,
and The Ouellette Family Foundation. Additional support is provided by AXA Art Insurance. The Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art is
also grateful for the patronage of THE ART DEPT., a leadership circle of MOCCA patrons.

All programs and activities of the Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art are supported by Toronto Culture, the Ontario Arts Council, the
Canada Council for the Arts, BMO Financial Group, individual memberships and private donations.
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Luis Jacob | Pictures at an Exhibition

Luis Jacob, They Sleep With One Eye Open, 2008. Luis Jacob, Cabinet (Ménchengladbach), 2009.
Acrylic on canvas, 294 x 232 cm. (116” x 92”) View at Stadtisches Museum Abteiberg, Ménchengladbach.

Courtesy of the artist and Birch Libralato,

Luis Jacob, Dot Drawing, 1990.
Permanent marker on printed paper
20x27.6cm (7 7/8” x 10 7/8”)

Courtesy of the artist and Birch Libralato,

Toronto. Courtesy of the artist and Birch Libralato, Toronto.

Luis Jacob, Cabinet (Ménchengladbach), 2009.
View at Stadtisches Museum Abteiberg, Ménchengladbach.
Courtesy of the artist and Birch Libralato, Toronto.

Toronto.

Images may not be cropped or altered. In accordance with the Canadian Copyright Act, these images may only be reproduced for the purposes of criticism,
review or news reporting in conjunction with the exhibition, and must be accompanied by the appropriate credit line, including all copyright and trademark
symbols, if applicable. The Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art will not be held liable for any unauthorized use of this material.
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Luis Jacob | Pictures at an Exhibition

Luis Jacob, Album X, 2010. Luis Jacob, Album X, 2010.

Image montage in 80 plastic laminate panels Image montage in 80 plastic laminate panels
445x29cm (17 1/2”x 11 1/2”) 445x29cm (17 1/2” x 11 1/2”)

Courtesy of the artist and Birch Libralato, Toronto. Courtesy of the artist and Birch Libralato, Toronto.

Luis Jacob
Photo: Elain Yau, 1988
Courtesy of the artist and Birch Libralato, Toronto.

Images may not be cropped or altered. In accordance with the Canadian Copyright Act, these images may only be reproduced for the purposes of criticism,
review or news reporting in conjunction with the exhibition, and must be accompanied by the appropriate credit line, including all copyright and trademark
symbols, if applicable. The Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art will not be held liable for any unauthorized use of this material.
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Luis Jacob | Pictures at an Exhibition
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Luis Jacob, Album 11, 2003-04. Luis Jacob, Untitled, April 4, 1995.
Image montage in 80 plastic laminate Ballpoint-pen ink and pencil on paper
45.7 x 30.5 cm. (18” x 12”) each. 21.6x14cm. (80"x507)
Courtesy of the artist and Birch Libralato, Toronto. Courtesy of the artist and Birch Libralato, Toronto.

Images may not be cropped or altered. In accordance with the Canadian Copyright Act, these images may only be reproduced for the purposes of criticism,
review or news reporting in conjunction with the exhibition, and must be accompanied by the appropriate credit line, including all copyright and trademark
symbols, if applicable. The Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art will not be held liable for any unauthorized use of this material.
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Cabinet (NGC Toronto)

File:

Michel Campeau, Self-portrait at the Light-Table, Murray Favro, Sunlight on Table and Floor , 1991.
Studio, 1984, printed 1989. © Michel Campeau / Wood, paint, metal, 259.1 x 301 x 264.2 cm
SODRAC (2011). Photo © NGC / CMCP. assembled. Purchased 1992, National Gallery of

Canada (no. 36139). Photo © NGC / CMCP.

Dan Flavin, Icon IV (the pure land) (to David John
Flavin 1933-1962), 1962, reconstructed 1969.
White Formica with daylight fluorescent light box:
113 x 113 x 28.3 cm; light fixture: 9.2 x 61 cm.
Purchased 1969, National Gallery of Canada (no.
15903). © Dan Flavin Estate / SODRAC (2011).
Photo © NGC / CMCP

Images may not be cropped or altered. In accordance with the Canadian Copyright Act, these images may only be reproduced for the purposes of criticism,
review or news reporting in conjunction with the exhibition, and must be accompanied by the appropriate credit line, including all copyright and trademark
symbols, if applicable. The Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art will not be held liable for any unauthorized use of this material.
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Geoffrey Pugen | Sahara Sahara

Geoffrey Pugen, Sahara Sahara, 2009. Video still,
2 channel HD video, 5min 30. Courtesy of the
artist and Angell Gallery, Toronto.

Geoffrey Pugen, Sahara Sahara, 2009. Video Geoffrey Pugen, Sahara Sahara, 2009. Video
still, 2 channel HD video, 5min 30. Courtesy of still, 2 channel HD video, 5min 30. Courtesy of
the artist and Angell Gallery, Toronto. the artist and Angell Gallery, Toronto.

Images may not be cropped or altered. In accordance with the Canadian Copyright Act, these images may only be reproduced for the purposes of criticism,
review or news reporting in conjunction with the exhibition, and must be accompanied by the appropriate credit line, including all copyright and trademark
symbols, if applicable. The Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art will not be held liable for any unauthorized use of this material.
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