
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 
Eclectic roster of Toronto artists featured in MOCCA’s summer exhibition 

Empire of Dreams: Phenomenology of the built environment 
 
TORONTO, Ont., June 3, 2010 - The Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art is pleased to present its summer 
exhibition Empire of Dreams: Phenomenology of the built Environment, Contemporary Artists from Toronto, 
from June 19 to August 15, 2010. This group exhibition features the work of some of the city’s most active and 
vital artists, including Dan Bergeron, Joda Clément with Nigel Craig, Liam Crockard, Dorian FitzGerald, Sara 
Graham, Alberto Guedea Zamora, David Han, Janet Jones, Yvonne Lammerich, Tristram Lansdowne, An Te 
Liu, Samina Mansuri, Alex McLeod, Jade Rude and Bruno Billio, Lisa Steele and Kim Tomczak, T&T (Tyler Brett 
and Tony Romano), Josh Thorpe and David Trautrimas. The opening reception, presented in collaboration 
with the IMAA ON.Fire 2010 National Media Arts Conference + Festival, will take place on June 19 from 7 
– 11 p.m.  
 
The things that we build embody our highest aspirations and our essential instincts to survive. They also 
express our will to find place, to establish dominion over territory, over our destiny. Empire of Dreams is an 
exhibition of recent work by artists that looks at ways in which we exist within our built environment – the 
phenomenon that is our experience and interaction with structures and architectures that shape complex 
sensory and cognitive relationships to our surroundings.  
 
The artists’ backgrounds are diverse yet are filtered through the common lens of living in Toronto, Canada in the 
year 2010. Though the exhibition and the artwork do not always reference Toronto specifically, this shared 
experience of living in a large urban centre inevitably reflects conditions of existence common to all of us in the 
age of globalisation, of an emerging global empire. Through a remarkable range of approaches, techniques and 
in various media, the works in Empire of Dreams awaken within us new understandings of our surroundings, of 
the worlds that we build and inhabit. 
 
Empire of Dreams has been made possible with the support of Matthew Teitelbaum, Partners in Art, the  
RBC Foundation, and David Blackwood. Partners in Art would like to acknowledge the support of First 
Capital, BMO Financial Group, Aastra, Rogers, TD Securities, C.A Delaney Capital Management Ltd, Gluskin 
Sheff, Odgers Berndtson, RP Investment Advisors, St. Joseph Communications, and UBS. 
 
Admission for this exhibition and for the rest of 2010 is FREE thanks to the support of the Hal Jackman 
Foundation. 
  
Highlights: 

 

• This is the Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art’s biennial exhibition of artists living in Toronto. 

• Empire of Dreams includes a magazine-format publication produced in collaboration with new Toronto-
based art journal One Hour Empire, to be released in September. 

 
Links / URLs: 
  

• Read exhibition essay 
       http://www.mocca.ca/media-centre/20091123-134/ 
 

• Read full text press releases 
  http://www.mocca.ca/media-centre/20100602-153/ 
 

• Download press ready images 
 http://www.mocca.ca/media-centre/press-ready 



 
 
Quotes: 

 

•  David Liss, Artistic Director and Curator, MOCCA 

“Toronto is home to some of the most talented and relevant artists working anywhere today and 

MOCCA considers this exhibition to be an important showcase to prove this point.” 
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About MOCCA 
Information on MOCCA can be found at http://www.mocca.ca/ 
 
For ongoing news, please go to http://www.mocca.ca/media-centre/ 
 
 
All programs and activities of the Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art are supported by Toronto Culture, the Ontario Arts Council, the 
Canada Council for the Arts, BMO Financial Group, individual memberships and private donations. 

 
# # # 

Media Contact  
Fayiaz Chunara  
416.395.7490  
fchunara@mocca.ca 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art 
www.mocca.ca | 952 Queen Street West Toronto ON M6J 1G8 | 416.395.0067 | info@mocca.ca  
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* Images may not be cropped or altered. In accordance with the Canadian Copyright Act, these images may only be reproduced for the purposes of criticism, review or news 

reporting in conjunction with the exhibition, and must be accompanied by the appropriate credit line, including all copyright and trademark symbols, if applicable. The Museum 

of Contemporary Canadian Art will not be held liable for any unauthorized use of this material. 

     
 

Liam Crockard 
Remedy, 2008 
Collage 
Courtesy of the artist 
© Liam Crockard 

 

Alberto Guedea Zamora 
ch, ff, hm, c6h807, agz, ovni, 2009 
Colour Print, Edition 1/5 
Collection of the Museum of Contemporary 
Canadian Art 
© Alberto Guedea Zamora 
 
    

Janet Jones 
Da Da Delirio #2, 2009 
Oil and acrylic on canvas  
Courtesy of the artist 
© Janet Jones 
Image credit: Toni Hafkenscheid 
   

Tristram Lansdowne 
Skeleton, 2009 
Watercolour on paper 
Private Collection, Toronto. 
© Tristram Lansdowne 
 

Alex McLeod 
Twilight Terror, 2010 
Digital Colour Print 
Courtesy of artist and Angell Gallery, Toronto. 
© Alex McLeod 
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An Te Liu 
Cloud, 2008 
Amcor Air Processor / Ioisator | BaByliss Air Pur-Clean Air | 
Bionaire LP-1500 Air Purifier Compact Desk Unit | CM-1 
Humidifier | F-70S Air Purifier-Ionizer | Braun Ventronic Typ 4 
451 Luftreiniger-Ionisator | Charlescraft Freshaire FA-0/FA-1 
Air Purifier | Conair E1 Air Ecologizer | Elektrion II Kompakte 
Elektroluftfilter | Enaly OZX-A200B Ozone Air Purifier with 
ozone shock treatment | Fedders Electronic Tabletop Air 
Purifier-Ionizer | Five Seasons Electronique Purificateur d’air 
Anti Poussières-bactéries | HeavenFresh Air Purifier w/ anion 
generator | Holmes Air Purifier / Ionizer HAP-240 | Air 
Freshener HAP-10 | Melitta Aquamat 50 Luftbefeuchter | 
Aquamat ELU-6 | Aquamat Turbo / Turbo 2000 Luftreiniger | 
Aquamat Elektro Luftbefeuchter 25 / 30 | Luftreiniger Aclimat 
RR2000 / RB Classic | Aclimat Raumluft- Reiniger RC 50 | 
Raumluft-Befeuchter Typ RB 50 | Norelco Air Ioniser | Oreck 
XL Celoc Hypo-Allergenic Electronic Air Machine with 
Germastat activated charcoal filter | XL / XL Professional 
Tabletop | XL Professional Signature series | Philips 
Ecologizer System AC-1002 | 779-F Air Ecologizer | 4000 Air 
Purifier | Flüster-Luftreiniger Typ HL3419 | Privileg 
Luftreiniger | Rowenta Air-star Luftreiniger | Surround Air 
Silent Ionic XJ-2000 | Super Ultrasonic Humidifier SH-800K | 
Trion TTE 1502A Tabletop | 150 Air Cleaner | Elektronischer 
Luftreiniger | Venta Luftwäscher-Luftbefeuchter LB 1 / LW31 / 
LW41 | Biocomfort Luftbefeuchter-Luftreiniger | Biocomfort - 
Aquaplus | Luftreiniger LB10 / LW 14 | Zibro A 20 Luftreiniger 
mit HEPA-Filter und Negativ-Ionen | 3Q 377 Desktop Ionic 
Tower 
Courtesy of the artist and MKG127, Toronto 
© An Te Liu 
 

Lisa Steele and Kim Tomczak 
Becoming V… (Video Still), 2007 
3 Channel Video 
Produced through Video In, Vancouver, residency program 
Image Courtesy of VTape 
© Lisa Steele and Kim Tomczak 
 


